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Alone with him for the first time, I
wanted so much to speak to him, to
acknowledge my fate aloud. I wanted
to say that I now belonged to the
honorable Hsu family and hoped to
serve them well. But the proper way
was for him to address me first, so I
waited.

I was young and scared. Maybe a mod-
ern girl would have spoken at that
time and the couple would have start—
ed off right. But Hsu Chih-mo did not
speak to me, so I did not answer him.
And our silence toward each other
began that night. (RXXRF E81)
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Several weeks after our marriage, Hsu
Chih-mo left to go study, first at
Beiyvang University in Tianjin and
then at Beijing University in the
capital. So you see, this is very
sad : from the beginning I did not get
to know my husband. (EX/RF E87)
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Beijing University was the most
famous university at the time, a
place run mainly by returned students
—those who had studied in the West
and brought their learning back to
China. In letters home to his par—

ents, Hsu Chih—mo told us of his

. EEEERAR TRERR ? (IRERER-RORRETRNRE) RE

exciting life. At the university,

Second Brother introduced him to

Liang Qichao, the famous reformer,
who took on Hsu Chih-mo as a disci-
ple.
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